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LAWS of MARYLAUND.

C H A P XX
An ACT for the better fecurity of the government.

WHEREAS, in every free fate, allegiance and protection are recAiprocai,

and noe man is entitled to the benefit of the one, who refufes to yield

the other ; and as every inhabitant of this ftate enjoys the protection
and benefit of the government and laws thereof, and it is realonable that eve
perfon thould give teftimony of bis attachment and fidelity to this ftate, and the
prefent government thereof, as now eftablifhed, '

I1. e it enadted, &y the general affembly of Maryland, That every free male
rfon within this ftate, above eighteen years of age, unlefs a quaker, menonift or
dunker, fhall, on or before the firft day of March next, take, repeat and fubfcribe,
the oath of fidelity and {upport to this ftate, contained in the a&, entitled; An a&
to punith certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and to prevent the growth of toryifm ;
and every free male quaker, menonift or dunker, within this ftate, above eighteen

_ years of age, fhall, on or before the firft day of March next, folemnly, fincerely
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and truly declare and affirm, in the words of the faid oath, and thereto fubfcribe
his name. :

EY

III. anDd be it enafted, That the faid cath and affirmation fhall be taken with-
in the time aforefaid, before fome magiftrate of the county or city where the per-
fon who takes fuch oath or affirmation refides. :

IV. Qno be it enafted, That every magiftrate aforefaid, fhall keep two paper
books, one for all perfons who fhall take the oath aforefaid, and the other for all per-
fons who fhall take the affirmation aforefaid, prefixing to one of the faid books the
oath aforefaid, and to'the other the affirmation aforefaid. And all perfons requi-
red by this act to take the faid oath, or affirmation, fhall, after taking the fame,
fubfcribe his name thereto, in fuch book as contains the oath, if fuch perfon
takes the faid oath, or in fuch book as contains the affirmation, if fuch perfon
takes the faid affirmation ; and if fuch perfon cannot write his name, he fhall en-
ter his mark, and the magiftrate fhall thereto fet his name.

V. 4nv, for the afcertaining fuch as fhall negle&t to take the faid oath, or affir-
mation, and that there may be a record evidence of fuch negle, B¢ it ena‘ten,
That every magiftrate aforefaid thall make out fair copies of his faid books, with
afl convenient difpatch, after the aforefaid firft day of March, and the fime tran{-
@it to the governor and council of this ftate, and fhall deliver the original books

to his next county court which fhall happen after the faid firft day of March next,
there to be recorded., :

VI Qﬁ'ﬁ be it enatted, That every magiftrate of the county fhall, and he is
hereby enjoined and required, to attend one day in every week, until the faid firft
day of March next, at the moft convenient places in his neighbourhood, with his

books aforefaid, for the purpofe of adminiftering the oath, or affirmation, aforefaid,
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and for the purpofe of having the fame fubfcribed to, in manner and form afore-
faid ;> and the faid juftices fhall give public notice, by advertifement, pf fuch pla-
ces and days of meeting as aforefaid. : o

VII. anb be it enafted, That every conftable of every hundred fhall, before
the firft day of March next, make out a fair alphabetical lift of all the free male
inhabitants, refidents in his hundred, and not out of the ftate, or hereafter not ex-
empted from taking the faid oath, or affirmation, who fhall be of the age of
eighteen years, on or before the aforefaid firft day of March, and a copy of the
faid lift, with all convenient difpatch, tranfmit to the governor and council, and
the original lift fhall deliver to the next county court of his county which thall
happen after the aforefaid firft day of March next, there to be recorded.

© VIII. dnd be it ena&én; That eve;'y magiﬁrﬁté ihéU be allowed in the coun-
ty levy, the fame per diem allowance, for every day he fhall attend, in purfuance
v of



